BRIGHTON & HOVE

COMMON
AMBITION

A COMIC ABOUT
MAKING POSITIVE
CHANGES TO
HOMELESSNESS
SERVICES - BY
PEOPLE WITH LIVED
EXPERIENCE
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Hello!

WE ARE BRIGHTON AND HOVE
COMMON AMBITION.

We bring together people with lived
experience of homelessness, frontline
providers and commissioners through co-
production within homeless health services.
We want to improve systems, services and
outcomes for people experiencing
homelessness in Brighton & Hove.

The project is supported by The Health RO, Ll
Foundation and the partner organisations S e e
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are Arch Health CIC, Justlife, University of RO I P
Brighton, Brighton and Hove City Council S R
Public Health Department and NHS

Sussex. THE STORIES AND THEMES W
The Common Ambition Steering COVERING ARE:
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with lived experience of if:ﬂﬂg""aen"; ﬁuwpthe., -re alienated from socie
homelessness and members from '
Arch homeless healthcare, Justlife d the System Web
The Fly, the Spider “;’a,ﬁers to accessing care

and the University of Brighton.
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THE ALIENS OF BRIGHTON
& HOVE ARE HOLDING A
COMFEREMCE....

BEAMELD DOWN HOW IT FEELS TOO!
FEOM ANOTHER
FLANET...

— N

SOMETIMES IT'S WE THOLIGHT WE'D
DIFFICLILT NOT TO FEEL SHARE OUR STORIES
LIKE YOU'VE JUST WITH ¥YOu, 50 YOl KNOW

IT'S LITERALLY AN

ALIENATING EXFERIENCE,
BEING AN ALIEN!

"EVEN WHEN YOU'RE MINDING YOUR OWN BUSINESS, PEQOPLE STILL
POINT AND STARE AND GIVE YOU A HARD TIME.."
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PECQPLE HAVE
FUNNY IDEAS
ABOUT WHAT WE
ARE LIKE!

WE NEVER GET
A CHANCE TO
FIT IN!

IT'S EVEN HARDER IF
YOU ARE EXPERIENCING
MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES
WHEN YOU TRY TO GET

IT'S A TOUSH LIFE

SOMETIMES! ) FELL. e e 11
- HOW DO YOU THINK

I GOT THESE
INJURIES?

"PEOPLE JUST ASSUME YOU ARE GOING TO BE LUINPREDICTABLE
AND VIOLENT! YOU CAN FEEL THEY THINK THAT, EVEN IN THE

SERVICES THAT ARE MEANT TO HELFPF

I WAS SURE THEY
WERE GQING TO
DO SOMETHING

H\_ CRAZY!

NOOCOOO!!
w— ,-9'




IT CAN'T TAKE THAT gonInm (omAmeT godg )

MUICH EFEORT TC MAKE QENNEY UREE BOOD POINT! odunmgne gun
-
* HERE'S WHAT
\ HAPFEMNED TO ME! J

NONETHELESS, IF YOU COULD 1

* "I ONLY NEEDED A NEW SIM PERUSE THIS CONFABULATION
CARD FOR MY PHONE.." OF EXPLANATORY
DOCUMENTATION TO YOU MAY ALSO WISH
~NQOQ g2eme ) ESTABLISH THE TO COGITATE ON THE
*..OR I WON'T BE ABLE TO VERISIMILITUDE OF YOUR LONSITUDINAL
GET ONLINE TO FINISH THE CREDENTIALS, THENCE WE RAMIEICATIONS OF
EORM ON TIME! J MAY PERFORCE DETERMINE SUCH CONTRACTLIAL
THE DENOMINATION OF THE
I'M AFRAID I HAVE ) ACGUITTANCE FROM THE PRECIEENESS.
NO CLLUE WHAT AFORE-MENTIONED MOEBILE
YOU'RE SaYING! V', COMMUNICATIONS AMENITY,

COME ON [N FOLKS!
WE'RE REALLY NOT
THAT SCARY!

a G2 AU ORO THE THING WITH HUMANS S THAT
* AND I STILL HAVEN'T GOT A THEY DON'T REALISE HOW DIFFERENT | [ NEVER MIND ABOUT
PHOME! NOT THAT THE WI-FI IS WE ALL ARE. THEY JUST LUMP LS HOW ODD THEY
WORKING IN THE LIBRARY... ALL IN TOGETHER. LOOK TO Us!

dEEINDT!

CLINTRANSLATRECEY J ' .@
i THAT'S WHY I'VE INVITED SOME SPECIAL
GUESTS TO OUR CONFERENCE...

o THEY SA&Y: *HAVING ALL
THE FIRST STEP THESE FORMS OMLINE 15 & EBUT IT"S NOT

TOWARDS INCLUSION THERE'S nEE2eM )
IS ACCEPTANCE! no excuse ror revvn | | 'SR EE;'; i THE POLY-:
THERE HAS TO BE A ON STEREOTYPES. -

YOU NEED TO

PIALOELE ABOUT WHAT CHAMNGE THE
THE ISSUES ARE. _.,-4“ LAY :EEUNH:J-DEH

THIS ely
BETS IT!

A LITTLE BIT OF TRAINING
SOES A LONG WaYT
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OH DEAR! HAS
THAT TRICKY

EXCUSE ME, I'M ; : SPIDER BEEN 3 I 6OT TOTALLY LOST! Q;#F'h‘
COMPLETELY _ N DISHINS: QLT THERE MUST BE SOME |
[ UNHELPFLUL ADVICE MORE HELP AVAILABLE? [l

I WAS IN THE SAME SITUATION AS YOU!
THAT SPIDER JUST DOESN'T GET HOW
CONFLSING ITS WEB IS TO US FLIES. I'M
AFRAID YOU HAVE TO START AGAIN/

b8l HERE'S A COLPLE
' OF QUID FOR THE
i |

BUS THOUGH!

1

e e O ecrore 100 Lowe...| Bl ot
WELL I'M SURE WE CAN FIND o b .E1-"EN MEANZ

O SOMETHING! BUT FIRST YOU JUST

S\ NEED TO FILL OUT THESE FORMS. A

AND JUST THIS LITTLE
GUESTIONNAIRE... AND:

WHY DO THEY EVEN
WANT TO ENOW THIS?
I'VE GONE OVER IT ALL

A HUNDRED TIMES

EMOW HOW TO

HELP WITH THIS! J ' FILLING OUT THOSE FORMS!
: AND NOW I'M REALLY

A DEPRESSED AND ANXIOUS!
b ™ |

Y COME ON, SPIDER-
FEATURES, GIVE US A
HAND! YOU'VE GOT
ENOUGH OF THEM! A

= | TRY THE MENTAL |
i HEALTH CLIMICF B

= —

G000 JOB I WAS PASSING BY!
LET'S TRY AND GET THIS
SORTED OUT PROPERLY.
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OH DEAR! WHAT
OMN EARTH TO
DO NOW?

WELL, ME AND A
FEW OTHER
FLIES IN THE

SAME SPOT HAVE

BEEN TALKING...

THE RISHT PLACE!

/ HERE'S OUR LIVED
. EXPERIENCE GROUP!

§ THIS IS TOTALLY NOT

WOULDMN'T IT BE OO0
IF ALL THE STUFF
PEOPLE MEED IS M

MY BENEFITS HAVE
BEEN STOPPED!
AND MY LANDLORD

IS EICKING ME OUT THE SAME PLACE?

BECAUSE I
COMPLAINED
OUT THE E.HM.T"

THERE ARE JUST
50 MANY THINGS
TO SCRT OUT. IT'S
ALL TANGLED UF,

[: NEED HELP WITH

ol KNOW, WE'VE BEEN
WANTING TO TALE TO THE

MY DIABETES!

SPIDER ABOUT THIS!

(

WHERE CAN I
FIND A DENTIST?

EUT WE COULD HAVE SORTED THIS
OUT! IF ¥OU'D ONLY FILLED IN FORMS

WE NEED YOU TO
LISTEN TO US!

3B, 5M (AND THE SUPPLEMENTARY
ASSESSMENT), AND THEN APPLIED

NOY THAT'S EXACTLY
THE PROBLEM!
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THIS LOOKS EASY FOR
YOU TO NAVISATE. BUT
IT'S A NIGHTMARE
FOR Us! ||
T WAS STUCK IN
THE WRONS PLACE
FOR MONTHS!

I COULDN'T GET
AMNYWHEEE [N
THIS MESS!

WE HAVE A
PROPOSAL FOR YOL!

BUT WE HAVE TO
WORK TOSETHER TO ,l'
ACHIEVE [T!
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WELL I SUFFOSE YOU ARE .,-'
THE EXFERTS AFTER ALL...

\
SOON... H
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THAT'S THE
SPIRIT!
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h i Thank yov! \
S0 YOU SEE, LIVED EXPERIENCE -
AND CO-FPRODUCTION AREN'T
JUST BUZZ WORDS FOR US. _i | \
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IIr1-*"|'I-I'JILT ABOUT LUISING ALL
THESE POST=IT NOTES?
150 MLUCH ENERSY WE'VE

| ALL THE BEST SUPERHERO TALES
BEGIN WITH AN ORIGIN STORY... EI 18!

Q:l"'-lj-" | FUT INTD THEM! —
S0 FOLKS, WE'RE NEAR U Q "
THE END' OF THE MEETING [ mm .
HOW ARE WE GOING TO 'I}

goo DB

CELEBRATE THE WORK
WE'VE BEEM DOINGF

AQ

(" IT WOULD BE GOOD TO
SHARE WHAT I'VE
LEARNED ABOUT CO-
PRODUCTION WITH OTHER
[ SERVICE STAFF

LOOKS A BIT
STORMY TODAY..

* CAPTAIN CO-

B cieckne N 4

BLIMEY! CAN Y'OU HELP US
GET OUR MESSASE ACROSSF

I' HERE TO SPREAD °
THE POWER OF CO-
PROCUCTION. THAT'S

WHAT THE RED DOT |

WHO ARE THEY
POINTING ATF

* I THINK
WE'RE BEING
WATCHED!

THE HOOPS REPRESENT
| ) DIFFERENCE, BUT THEY

ARE All CIRCLING THE
RED DOT - A COMMON
VT | AMBITION!

i - PR ) Tl M S’ S S —

CO-PRODUCTION HAS HELPED US
WORK OUT WHERE ALL THE

“| THINGS WE NEED ARE, AND WHAT
IS MOST IMPORTANT.

MAKING A MAP OF THE HOUSING
FPATHWAY WITH PEOPLE WITH LIVED
EXPERIENCE IPENTIFIES THE MNEED FOR
CONTINUITY OF CARE.
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MAKING SPACE TO
ACTIVELY LISTEN TO THE
YOICE OF LIVED EXPERIENCE
IS ESSENTIALY

BUT CAN I JUS
SAY, AST M
COMJUMCTION
WITH SMES..,

THERE IS S0 MUCH TO
ARMN FROM PEQOPLE WHO
HAVE "BEEM THERE".

WE'RE THE OMES
WHS EMOW WHAT
WE MEED BESTY

ITS ALL AROUT
LSING THE POWER
OF LIVED
EXPERIEMNCE TO
IMFROYE SERVICES.

WOLULDMN'T HAYE BEEM
ABLE TO COME LUP WITH

ALL THIS Of MY WM.

SHFHH! REMEMBER,
ALL W BACH WOICE TO
BE HEARD. AND WO
ACRONYMS!

AT THE CO-PRODUCED COMIC WORKSHOF..

AND, BEING SUPERHERCES, WAIT... THIS IS
THE WORK OF COMMON AMBITICN IN WHAT BETTER WAY TO DO IT THE COMIC WE'RE

BRIGHTOMN £ HOVE HOPES TO MAKE A THAN IN A COMICS ACTUALLY IN
DIFFEREMCE TG THE LIVES OF PEOFLE

EXFERIENCING HOMELESSMESS BY
SHARING THE BEST PRACTICES OF CO-

THAT"S THE MAGIC OF
CO-FPIRCHRLIC TN

HERE'S HOW CAPTAIN CO-PRODLICTION
REPRESENTS OUR VALUES!

CAPTAIN CO-PRODLICTION:

* NON-BINARY

» PEARLS OF WISDOM!

« UTILITY BELT HOLDS ALL BHCA RESCQURCES
SLUCH AS MAPS, PROCESS, TOOLS

MR. STICKY:
REPRESENTS ONE OF OUR
FAVOURITE TOOLS!

- ORGANISED!

« ADMINISTRATION SKILLS

+ KEEPS THINGS GROUNDED

+ BIVES DIRECTION, ACTS AS A
COMPASS, OFFERS GUIDANCE

« STICKY —— 00D FOR
REMEMBERING THINGS!

THE RINSS OF CO-PRODLUCTION:

- PURPLE/BLUE (ENCIRCLES ALL):
‘G000 BOUNDARIES/WORKING SAFELY"

- TEAL: "JUSTICE AND EQUALITY/
IMPROVING SERVICES' (ALSO BRIGHTON
£ HOVE CITY LIVERY!)

- YELLOW: (FURTHEST BACK/
SUPPORTING) "RESPECT'

+ RED: 'COLLABORATION =— THE POWER
OF EGUAL POWER —- THE VOICE OF
LIVED EXPERIENCE’. THE RED DOT IN THE
CENTRE REPRESENTS "OUR COMMON
AMBITION' TO WORK TOSETHER TO MAKE
A REAL DIFFERENCE TO HOMELESS
HEALTHCARE.



BRIGHTON & HOVE

COMMON
AMBITION

Improving homelessness
healthcare by collaboratively
lifting the voices of people with
lived experience.

N S NOW IN COMIC FORM!
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WHAT ARE ALL THESE ALIENS DOING IN A
COMIC ABOUT HOMELESSNESS?

WHY ARE THERE FLIES EVERYWHERE?

DO THEY REALLY USE PUBLIC TRANSPORT?

WHILE THE MEDIUM IS LIGHT-HEARTED, THE MESSAGE IS IMPORTANT: THE
VOICES OF PEOPLE WITH LIVED EXPERIENCE NEED TO BE HEARD. OUR COMIC
OFFERS THREE STORIES THAT HELP TO ILLUMINATE WHY THIS IS S0.

This comic was co-produced during the summer of 2023 by the Common Ambition
Steering Group to celebrate and share the work they have been doing. The steering
group is made up of people with lived experience of homelessness and members from
Arch Health CIC and Justlife, joined by the University of Brighton to help deliver the
project. Our comic hopes to show what experiencing homelessness is like, and what
can be done to improve services by working with people with lived experience.

THE PECOPLE WHO TOOCK PART IN MAKING THIS COMIC
WERE: FOR MOEE
= Jon Bailey, Steven Brown, Jude, Bex, Nicky Pyper, Jules INFORMATION

Grenville, Nicki Menin and the rest of the Common Ambition PLEASE SCAN THIS
QR CODE TO VISIT

steering group. OLR WEBSITE-

* Tom Roberts from the University of Brighton, supported by the

ESRC through the South Coast Doctoral Training Partnership.
OR TYPE

Special thanks to John Fielding for permission to use WWW.BHCOMMONAMBI Tfﬂﬂﬂfﬁ
the image of the Brighton Pavilion. INTO YOUR INTERNET BROWSER!




